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an Antonio

VERAMEND! MANSION

RESTORATION SOUGHT—In his plan for expansion of Lo
Villito inte en historical center, Chris M. Jasso suggests these

Historic Center Plan

VANCE HOUSE

number of pictures of the old homes, centers of activity in the
early days of San Antonio, are available through the Library
old Sen Antonio londmarks, now destroyed, be restored. A of Cangress, the Conservation Society and the Express ond News
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La Villita
Expansion
Idea Wins

BY ED RAY
Editor
Expansion of the La Villita area off South Al-
amo into a great center of San Antonio history is
Chris M. Jasso's prize-winning idea for downtown
development.
Jasso, 57-year-old coffee company employe who

US LI

lives at 201 Hill St., long hoped he might call atten-

tion to the fact that only one small marker at the

Court House is in memory of the Canary Islanders

who settled San Antonio in 1731, —New Public Service audito-

He got his chance in the Downtown Develop- .

ment Contest sponsored by the Express and News i noardsold beme.

and the P of ms

the Chamber of Commerce and won the $50 second  jate the fabulous Vi
Mansion. to

editor, Jasso said: nal furaiture as can be

“No historian knows exacty, M original location was enly &
but from all present-day land. 1W blocks away.
marks it Is reasonable enugh to
assume that oar forefathers, the  anaiversary cclebrations hasor-
16 pioneer families that came ing the Canary Isiands group of
over from the Canary Islands, ~pionters.

in, settied erect

3 near .
the La Villta area. It would be  monument hanering the 16 pio-
wondertul for tourists, visitors neer families who came to the
and home folk to be sble to city In the IBth century.
minders of the past o the La  enjoy a fow hours in the relresh-  structh da

Villita area, (See map aad full ing and romantic atmosphere of desipn, eight feet in diameter,

ing the name of each family of
ploneers, and a tall shalt rising
from its base overlooking the
village. Landscape in this area
shoold include Texas mative
trees such as pecan, mes-
quite, retama, huisache, agarita
and ‘a garden of Texas wid
fowers with honeyeomb rock
bocders and 114 gstone rock
walks,
12—Facing e monument and
the Verameodi mansion should
be reconstruiction of the Garzm
era the
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for restoration

sion of private individucls would be needed if and when o
restoration project could be started.

explanation of his proposal)  an ISth Century Spanish village
The plan—similar to those in  that was our San Antonio.

—might eatch on.
The Conservation Society, * ok Mrs. C.W. Sullivan has walked
which waiches ail dowmmwn  Records sbow that 55 Canary

R downtown San  Antoni
structures. and sesks to save Islanders, survivors of o e
trek

booked 8 cowntown tour with  San Anionio, They assembl
the Chamber subcommittee 1o years residency about how the
pinpoist places which it fosls heart of the city should be re-
ought to be saved. eyes assuming & determined €x- | developed.

“Why not have a master plan  pression to win the batlle of th
to put or reproduce them in né  Wikderness that was facing them.
area?™ Jasso asieed. “Then there Islanders studied
would be no argument in the the untamed wildemess about
future about what cught to be the govemor's palace. They iked
saved" what they saw. has traveled @ great deal, but

Not one of the three houses  Several of the men got o their | fecls the charm of San Antonio
Jusso would reproduce—the knees and let the rich, back | couidn't be matched If redevelop-
Verameadi Mansion, the Garsa earth trickle through their fin- | mont were -
House and the Vance House— gers. They nodded. The King of | hend Is & retired Alr Force
stands today. Spain had not lied. 1¢ was fertile | oiricer.

In his leter 1o the contest oil. |

o

many notes during her nine
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She put most of them into a
plan for the Dowatown Contest
and eame out thind prire winner.

A native Texan, Mrs. Sullivan

The Canary Islanders had been
ehosen

Indians and priests in the back-
ground heard the rol call. They

heard the names of Jus

Goraz,” Jun Leal Jr., Joseph

Leal, ‘Salvador Rodriguez, An-

tontio Rodriguez, Juan Delgado, |

nada, and Senora Delgadn.
Jasso's mother-in-law is a de-

CHRIS M. JASSO father was Francisco Arocha.

Her plan follows:
A (1) Clear out and make
rk of area between 4th and

B. Makie a park of area bound-
o by St. Marys, Convent, Sole-
dad, Giravd and Augusta streets.

C. (1) Make a tralfic fsland
where  Austin, Elm,  Nolan,
Nacogdoches and Filth atreats
meet.

(2) Convert block bounded by
Fifth, N and
E fnto & landscaped park with
tres

ileges.

D. Sell City Jail site and Po-
ice Headquarters Area to Hilton
for expansion or convert into &

i

City and County buildings, and
o estabiish a Civic Center which
adequate

would
now and In the future, and whi
would stimulate civic pride and
elevate the character of the city.
(2) Avoid further concentra-
tion ia an already over-crowded
socalled Civie Center both un-
sod inadequate and re-

lease these areas to business
enterprises. far  cconomic  ad

vancement,
(3) Delegate members of the
Sty Planniag Agency

o visi

ped This Idea

cities with rich backgrounds *My sccompanying sketch was
sesirs umentes Downtown Walks Develo
such as Williamsburg in Virginia only way I could illustrate my

idea.”

similar and worse problems that
now confront San Antonio, and
actually see the resuhts of cor-
rective planaing and action, such

T —p—

GARZA HOUSE
Others which might be in the posses-

VANCE CHANDELIER—This photogroph of the
Vance House chandelier from the Library of Con-
gress could help in the restoration of the old home
under the historic center plon.

i e & S

VANCE FRONT DOOR—This photograph of the
Vance House front door also could be of essistance
to architects in a restoration project of the now de- |
stroyed colonial home.
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