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FOREWORD
EXAS comprises a vast area with a wide diversity 
of soil, climate and industries and a wealth of re­
sources, products and opportunities which make 
the Lone Star State an empire within itself. The 
History of Texas, the only State of the Union that 

has lived under six flags, is rich in traditions and filled with 
picturesque lore that thrill with romantic interest.
In the preparation of the Encyclopedia of Texas, our aim 
has been to make it a publication of practical utility that will 
be educational, interesting and attractive to the greatest pos­
sible number of people. In addition to a History of Texas and 
Historical sketches of the leading cities, we have compiled 
and tabulated the principal facts of interest regarding every 
city, town, county and district of the State, which we have 
alphabetically arranged and carefully indexed, ffin view of 
the many topics of interest on which it is important that full 
and reliable information should be published, we have se­
cured the collaboration of many eminent Texans and Texas 
Organizations who have contributed articles covering sub­
jects on which they are recognized as competent authorities. 
So that this volume is not a work of any one man or group of 
men, but the product of a great number of the most capable 
men of Texas, a work of Texans, by Texans and for Texans, 
as well as a source of information for the people throughout 
the world who are interested in the Great Southwest. f^The 
work is illustrated with appropriate pictures showing scenic 
beauties, types of architecture, panoramic views, street 
scenes, public buildings, and views representative of Texas 
industries. Maps of railroads, electric lines, public high­
ways and geographical and political divisions of the State, 
accompanied an index to all towns and counties, are an 
attractive feature of the woik. We offer this volume to the 
reading public, not only as a Historical and Pictorial Re­
view of the Lone Star State, but as a Standard Reference 
Encyclopedia for Public and Private Libraries, Banks, Busi­
ness and Professional Offices, Schools, Hotels, Newspapers, 
Civic, Social and Publicity Organizations and all others seek­
ing reliable information upon Texas.

THE EDITORS.





NEW ENCYCLOPEDIA OF TEXAS

P. MENGER, a native of San Antonio, 
Texas, has for almost two decades been an 
active figure in the business life of the 
Alamo City. Mr. Menger is the President 

of the Hoffmann-Hayman Coffee Company of San
Antonio, importers and roasters of coffee. He be­
came associated with this Company in 1912 as 
salesman and in 1920 became the chief executive. 
The Hoffmann-Hayman Coffee Company was es­
tablished here on a small scale more than a quar­
ter of a Century ago, and the rapid growth of this 
Company has been phenominal. From its very 
inception, when the firm was established by Mr. 
William R. Hoffmann, it has given the grocer an un­
usual roasting and delivery service, and has given 
to the consumer a product that has been consist­
ently and continually praised. After the death 
of Mr. Hoffmann in 1910, the business then under 
the name of William R. Hoffmann, was consolidated 
with the Merchants Coffee Company, a local con­
cern owned and operated by W. E. Hayman. The 
name at that time was changed to Hoffmann-Hay­
man Coffee Company, with W. E. Hayman Pres­
ident; Mrs. William R. Hoffmann as Vice-Presi­
dent and G. P. Menger, Secretary. In 1920 Mr. 
Hayman's interests were taken over by G. P. Men­
ger, now President of the Company, and R. W. 
Menger, now Secretary and Treasurer. Mrs. Wil­
liam R. Hoffmann, now Mrs. William J. Schlosser, 
retains her full interest and is Vice-President and 
Director of the Hoffmann-Hayman Coffee Com­
pany. Today this Coffee Company stands fore­
most in the coffee roasting industry of this terri­
tory. Their business develops exclusively with lo­
cal capital and is a commercial monument to in­
dustrial San Antonio, a credit to the entire South. 
A famed National slogan of the Hoffmann-Hay­
man Coffee Company is "We roast it—others 
praise it." There are few households in the entire 
country that are not familiar with this slogan. As 
an evidence of the development and growth of this 
Company, the hand roaster which was used in the 
early days of this Company, had a capacity of 
twenty pounds. Today, in this plant hundreds of 
pounds are roasted at one time. Cans and cartons, 
found by experience to be the most convenient and 
sanitary manner in which to handle coffee, are used 
to pack the products of the H. and H. Company. 
The roasting, blending and packing processes are 
of the utmost importance, and the care and the 
experience of the men who are engaged in this 
brancl iof the work for this Coffee Company, are 
largely responsible for the splendid product turned 
out by this Company. Mr. Menger is more than a 
President—lie is a salesman. "A President who 
sells" is the way Mr. Menger has been described 
by his associates and co-workers. Keeping ever­
lastingly in touch with the grocers everywhere, Mr. 
Menger has built a reputation that has assured the 
growth and success of the Hoffmann-Hayman Cof­
fee Company. His very splendid personality has 
formed the base of his extraordinary success as a 
salesman of the products he manufactures. He 
roasts the products you praise. In addition to the 
several brands of Coffee—sold under the following 
names: H. and H., Sam Houston, Texco, Spoon, 
Broncho, Border and Menger Peaberry Coffee, 
this Coffee Company sells H. and H. Spices of 
which they have a full line, packing and distribut­

ing same to grocers; H. and H. Tea, which is a 
special Orange Pekoe Tea, of a delicious flavor, 
packed in handy, round tins; and H. and H. Ex­
tracts, a full line of which they pack and distribute 
to the grocers. These extracts are of assorted 
flavors and of the highest quality, and are pre­
ferred by the particular and discriminating house- 
wife everywhere in the South. Before assoc­
iating himself with the Coffee Company of which 
he is the President, Mr. Menger had six years 
of practical business experience, which began im­
mediately after he left school. For a period of 
three years he was Private Secretary for W. B. 
Tuttle, President of the Public Service Company of 
San Antonio, after which he served for three years 
in the Gas Department of the Public Service Com­
pany, resigning this position in order to become a 
salesman for this Coffee Company.

Mr. Menger was born on September 20th, 1889. 
His father. Dr. Rudolph Menger (deceased) was 
also a native of San Antonio, where he was a prom­
inent physician and surgeon, serving the public 
throughout his career as a pioneer in this profes­
sion, serving eight years as city physician. His 
mother. Miss Barbara Menger, bearing the 
same name as his father, and also a native of the 
Alamo City, was a daughter of the founder of the 
Menger Hotel and one of the builders of San An­
tonio, who was one of the best known citizens 
here in his day. Mr. Monger's education was ob­
tained at St. Mary's College of San Antonio, grad­
uating from this institution in the class of 1906.

Mr. Menger was married at San Antonio on No­
vember 15, 1917, to Miss Rosa Lee Crowther, a 
native of San Antonio and a daughter of Bart 
Crowther, well known in the business circles of 
South Texas. They have four children—^Albert 
Gus, born September 28, 1918, Barbara Ann, bom 
January 26, 1921, and twins who are Mary Mar­
garet and Rose Marie and were born March 14th, 
1925. Mr. and Mrs. Menger reside at 1101 West 
Mulberry Street. Mr. Menger is a member of the 
San Antonio Chamber of Commerce, the San An­
tonio Manufacturers' Association, of which organiza­
tion he is a Director, and many other of the city's 
business organizations. He is also a member of the 
Knights of Columbus, and has attained the 3rd 
Degree in this Order. He is also a member of 
practically all of the city's social and civic organ­
izations, in which he takes a keen interest. The 
Menger name has been associated throughout all 
time with the City of San Antonio and the subject 
of this sketch has done much to place this city 
on the map as a manufacturing and distributing 
city. Mr. G. P. Menger is perhaps the best known 
coffee man of the Southwest, as well as one of 
San Antonio's most progressive and public-spirited 
citizens.

CT^DWARD LEO BENNETT was born in Chi- 
cago, Illinois, on the nineteenth of Octo- 
ber, 1869, the son of R. J. Bennett and 
Mary (Madison) Bennett. Mr. Bennett, 

Sr., a merchant of Chicago for many years, was a 
native of New York State. Mrs. Bennett was a 
native of Boston, Massachusetts. Mr. Bennett re­
ceived his early schooling in Chicago, graduating 
from high school there, after which he entered
the Minnesota College of Pnarmacy, graduating
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MEN OF TEXAS

of Dallas, Texas. He was also engaged in the 
real estate and insurance business in Dallas, where 
he is well known.

H. M. Skelton was born February 7, 1870, at 
Plano, Texas, a son of J. M. Skelton and Mary 
(Moulden) Skelton. His father was a native of 
Tennessee who came to Texas in the early fifties 
and was prominent as a farmer. He moved to 
Dallas County in 1878 and resided there until his 
death. Mr. Skelton's mother was a native of Col­
lins County. Mr. Skelton attended the public 
schools of Dallas, Texas, and upon completing his 
education was employed in public offices of the 
Dallas County court house. He remained in public 
service for eighteen years and then engaged in the 
real estate and insurance business for himself in 
Dallas. He remained in that line of business until 
1911 when he moved to Brownsville and opened an 
abstract office. This latter business has been 
notably successful and has expanded so rapidly 
that Mr. Skelton took his two sons into the bus­
iness with him and also employed others to keep up 
with the large volume of business.

Mr. Skelton married Miss Nataline Douglas in 
Dallas, Texas, in 1896. She was a native of Dallas. 
Mr. and Mrs. Skelton have their residence at 906 
Levee Street. Their two sons are James R., who 
is married and has one child, Mary Nell, and H. M., 
Jr., who resides with his parents. ]Ir. Skelton is 
a member of the Elks Club of Brownsville. He is 
one of the most active business men in Brownsville 
and has a wide acquaintance among real estate 
operators, ranchers and ranch owners in the lower 
valley.

WID ANGLIN O'BRIEN was a pioneer 
railroad man and business builder of the 
lower Rio Grande Valley, and for many 
years was one of the most prominent cit- 

12.CX1O of Browns^-ille, Texas. He came to the Val­
ley in 1910. He spent seventeen years of his life 
working for the commercial and industrial advance­
ment of the Magic Valley and was instrumental in 
securing a deep water channel from the Gulf of 
Mexico to serve Brownsville. He was as well known 
in Washington and many of the State capitals as he 
was in Brownsville since he was an unceasing boos­
ter for the rich valley which has become known all 
over the world as America's Winter Garden.

Daidd Anglin O'Brien was born in County Cork, 
Ireland, July 16, 1865. He left the land of the 
Shamrock in 1880, when he was only fifteen years 
old, and joined an uncle, John B. Manning, in New 
York City. Mr. Manning was a leading New York 
banker and widely known. Mr. O'Brien was em­
ployed in the Manning banking house for six months 
and then started for California to join his father 
at San Francisco. His father had come to 
the United States some years earlier. Before reach­
ing San Francisco the boy learned that his father 
had died as a result of an accident while horse 
back riding. He remained in San Francisco for 
a short time and then went to New Orleans, Louis­
iana, where he lived with another uncle for a time. 
He began his railroad career as a boy and in a few 
years worked his way up the ladder, until, in his 
early twenties, he went to Houston, Texas, and was 
made treasurer of the old Texas Express Railroad. 
He remained in Houston as a railroad official 
until 1906 when he was appointed a member of the 

railroad commission as a rate expert. Some time 
later he went to Corpus Christi and was engaged 
witli the S. L. &; B. M. Railroad. Later the office 
was located at Kingsville.

In 1914 Mr. O'Brien purchased the Rio Grande 
Railroad and moved to Brownsville. He operated 
that road until it was taken over by Eldridge indus­
tries on a very unsatisfactory deal. He was also 
head of the freight bureau at Brownsville and 
was a potent factor in securing a deep water chan­
nel to serve Brownsville. He was intensely inter­
ested in improving railroad facilities in Soutli Texas, 
and in securing adequate water transportation for 
the enormous productivity of the coastal plains and 
the lower Rio Grande Valley. He was widely 
known as one of the most active workers in be­
half of the common good.

Mr. O'Brien married Miss Anne Bryan, who was 
a native of Texas. She survives him, and is a 
resident of Brownsville. She was a daughter of the 
late Dr. Lewis Bryan, M. D., a Civil War Veteran 
and member of a very old and prominent Hous­
ton family. She makes her home with lier daughter 
in Brownsville. Mr. and Mrs. O'Brien had two 
daughters: Julia Anglin O'Brien, who has long 
been one of the most prominent business women 
of Soutli Texas. She is now engaged in the real 
estate and insurance business in Brownsville, and 
is one of the most active citizens in civic matters. 
Since finishing school she has been active in busi­
ness and for many years was associated witl iher 
father in the operation of the Rio Grande Railroad. 
She was secretary and treasurer of the railroad 
and charged with much of the responsibility for its 
successful operation. Soon after her father retired 
from railroad activities she went into the real es­
tate and insurance business and has be­
come one of the most widely known busi­
ness women of all southwest Texas. She 
was first engaged in the real estate business 
in Houston and later spent eight years with the S. 
L. and B. and M. railroad in the traffic department. 
When her father bought the Rio Grande railroad 
she went with him as treasurer of that road. The 
other daughter was Carrie, who is deceased, and 
who was the wife of Stiles A. Giraud of Houston. 
She left one son, Julian Dudley Giraud, who sur­
vives her, and now lives in Brownsville, Texas, and 
is a student at Notre Dame College.

David Anglin O'Brien was one of the most loved 
characters of South Texas, a man who was devoted 
to his family and a wide circle of friends. When 
Mr. O'Brien returned from Washington after se­
curing the Government appropriation for the Deep 
Waterway, he was elected an Honorary Member of 
the Rotarians, a large delegation of which met him 
at the depot on his return and conferred this 
honor upon him. He was a third degree member 
of the Knights of Columbus. His many accom­
plishments won him the respect and admiration of 
all who knew him in a business way. He made a 
trip to his old home in Ireland in 1926 and died 
while there, on July 13, 1926. He was buried in 
the old family tomb with his mother, near the place 
of his birth. He was buried on his 61st birthday. 
When news of his death reached Brownsville the 
whole community sorrowed in the loss of a leading 
citizen, a business builder who was always gener­
ous and thoughtful of the general welfare, and a 
man who contributed much to the up-building of 
a populous and industrious city.
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